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Overview: Setting up and using an online news reader 
This hands-on element of the workshop covers creating a Google account, setting up a 
“Personalised Home Page” and adding some feeds to the home page. It is organised into 2 
steps: 
 
1. Creating a Google Personalised Home Page 
2. Adding feeds to your home page 
 
Why RSS / News Feeds? 
RSS is a simple way of serving and receiving lists of links to web pages. These are often 
news or blog articles, but can in fact be lists of anything, especially lists that change over 
time. RSS is short for ‘Really Simple Syndication’ and web pages often contain an RSS icon 
or link that will contain the web address of the news feed for that page or site. News feeds are 
useful as they save you visiting each web site individually and having to look for any new 
information manually. 

Creating a Google Personalised Home Page 
Outline: Create a Google account and set up a personalised home page. 
a. Open Internet Explorer 
b. Go to 

http://www.google.co.uk/ 
c. Click on ‘Personalised 

Home’ 
d. Click on ‘Sign In’ 
e. Click on ‘Create an account 

now’ 
f. Complete the registration 

form.  
• You must enter a 

valid e-mail address 
that you can check 
immediately after 
registration! 

• Disable ‘Remember 
me on this 
computer’.  

• If you do not want 
your searches 
recorded then you 
should disable 
‘Personalized 
Search’. 

• You will need to 
agree to Google’s 
terms of service to 
take part in this part of the workshop. 

g. You will receive an e-mail to verify your e-mail address. Log in to your e-mail account and 
you’ll see a new message from Google. Click on the link to verify your e-mail address. 

h. Click the ‘Click here to continue’ link. 
 
You should then see the default Google personalised Home Page. 
 
To finish off the setup: 
 
i. Click the “Make it your own” link (top centre of the page). 
j. Choose some default categories from the list of checkboxes to get you started. 
k. Click on “Show my page” 

http://www.google.co.uk/
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The second hands-on element of this workshop covers adding RSS, or ‘News’ feeds to your 
Personalised Home Page. 

Adding feeds to your home page 
 
Outline: Find a feed and add it to your home page  
 
l. First, open a new Internet Explorer window and go to the CLT blog 

(http://elearning.lse.ac.uk/blogs/clt/) that is currently displayed on the presenter’s screen. 
m. Now, copy the link to the RSS feed. 

• To do this right-click the mouse button on the ‘’Posts/Entries (RSS)“ link , which is 
at the bottom of the right hand column of links.  

• Then choose “Copy shortcut” 
n. Now, returning to the Internet Explorer window that is showing your new “Personalised 

Home” page, click on “Add 
more to this page >>“ or “Add 
Stuff >>”. 

o. Click “Add by URL” (to the right 
of the “Search homepage 
content” button). 

p. Select the “http://“ in the text 
box and paste the CLT blog 
RSS feed by pressing the “CTRL” and “v” keys. 

q. You’ll find the following text has been pasted 
“feed:http://elearning.lse.ac.uk/blogs/clt/?feed=rss2“; you need to REMOVE “feed:”. You’ll 
find that some links to RSS feeds contain this unnecessary text. Always remove “feed:” 
before adding to any RSS news reading software. 

r. Click the “Add” button. 
s. Click “Back to homepage” (top left) and you should see the most recent 3 CLT blog items 

listed at the top left of the page. 
 
If you now click on one of the articles it will take you to the article text in the CLT blog. 
 
Note: Google’s personalised home page isn’t just an RSS news reader. It’s possible to add all 
number of tools and items to your home page, including links to a calendar, bookmarks, 
weather forecasts etc. This guide doesn’t attempt to cover any of these. The best thing to do 
is go and experiment! 
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